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FUTURE NASAR BOD MEETINGS 

November 15 – teleconference 

 

Stay informed.  Watch the NASAR website for 

minutes of the September 16-17 meeting in 

Charlotte and of future meetings.   
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 Annual Hernandez SAR Dog 

Sponsorship Awarded 

 

Doug Pinkerton and Terry Larkins have 

received the Keith and Kai Hernandez/NASAR 

SAR Dog Sponsorship.  Two sponsorships are 

being awarded this year, the five year 

anniversary of the attacks on the World Trade 

Center and the Pentagon.  Both recipients’ 

organizations responded to the World Trade 

Center after 9-11. 

 

Doug Pinkerton is the K-9 Operations 

Coordinator for Tennessee Task Force 2 

,Urban Search & Rescue K-9 Team (TN TF-2 

USAR K-9) based out of Nashville, TN.  He is a 

full time firefighter-EMT with Nashville Fire 

Department and has been with the department 

and TN TF-2 for 5 years.   

  

 

Doug has been 

working in K-9 SAR 

for 11 years, starting 

his first dog in 

Southwestern 

Oklahoma while 

stationed at Altus 

AFB, OK.  Doug has 

worked over 125 

searches in the past 

few years and has 

responded to 

requests for services 

across the southeast.  

 

 He currently has two 

NASAR certified K-9 

SARTECH III 

canines; one that is dual trained in HRD and 

the second that is trained to FEMA Type II 

level for USAR operations.  Doug and his K-9s 

have made several recoveries in the middle 

Tennessee area from drowning cases as well 

as worked with local law enforcement and the 

Tennessee Bureau of Investigation on 

homicide investigations.   

 

Doug deployed with TN TF-2 in September 

2005 in response to the rescue efforts after 

Hurricane Katrina.  The primary operations 

during deployment were through the Base of 

Operations in Hancock County, but their efforts 

extended to the LA border and worked 

eastward through Gulfport and Biloxi.  Their 

team was responsible for clearing approx. 60 

missing persons from the missing persons list 

in Hancock County as well as making a 

recovery in Gulfport. 
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Terry Larkins 

recently retired as 

Deputy Chief of the 

Kingsport Fire 

Department after 30 

years of service.  

He has also been 

active with the 

Kingsport Life 

Saving Crew for the 

past 11 years and 

was active with this 

organization for 10 

years while a 

firefighter and for an additional year since 

retirement. 

 

They have responded to New York after 

9/11/2001, Florida for the flooding after 

hurricanes in 2004 and Katrina in 2005.  He 

has also taken part in a number of searches 

and recoveries in his local area.  These were 

after floods, tornado's etc. and were also with 

the non-paid Life Saving Crew. 

 

Terry has selected a 

malinois puppy from a 

local Tennessee 

breeder.  This will be 

Terry’s areas first 

Search and Rescue dog 

that will be able to 

perform the tasks 

required to assist in 

disaster, missing 

persons and flood searches. 

 

Through the Hernandez’s thoughtfulness and 

generosity, they are helping to continue what 

Doug has started with K-9's, and to get Terry 

started in an area that has had the need but 

not the means. 

 

This award was established by Keith and Kai 

Hernandez in memory of Glen Thompson and 

all the other victims of the attacks on America 

on September 11, 2001. 

 

 

ONLINE CANINE WRITTEN TESTING 

 

In the last issue of Canine Finds, members of the 

SARDOG Section were asked to express their 

interest in making the Canine written examination 

and the Canine Disaster Responder written 

examinations available on line.  This would enable 

a candidate to take the written portion on line and 

pay the testing fees at that point.  They could then 

complete the field portions of the certifications at a 

later date. 

 

Approximately 616 newsletters were e-mailed.  

Five (5) replies were received.  That is 0.8% of the 

canine membership interested enough to express an 

opinion. 

 

2006 BOD Election Results 

courtesy of NASAR’s website 

 

The 2006 Board of Director’s Election 

concluded 9/15/2006.  The following 

candidates were elected and will be seated at 

the January 2007 Board of Director's Meeting: 

 

Ken Lesperance – 176 votes 

Norma Snelling – 169 votes  

Vicki Wooters – 152 votes  

 

Votes cast for the other candidates in the 2006 

Election are as follows: 

 

Allan Knox – 146 votes 

Jimmie Canfield – 132 votes 

Erik Westpfahl – 118 votes 

Dion Petaros – 110 votes  

Jim Peters – 87 votes  

 

 

 

Happy Fall Y’all 

 

 

October 29=daylight savings time ends.  

Set clocks back.  
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Message from the SAR Dog 

Section Chair 

By Janet Yatchak 

 

Greetings NASAR Canine SARTECH Coordinators 

and Evaluators; 

 

With the realignment of the NASAR SARDOG 

Canine SARTECH certification programs to more 

closely mirror NIMS typing, the status of many of 

you were upgraded from Canine SARTECH III 

Coordinator/Evaluator to Canine SARTECH II 

Coordinator/Evaluator.  Each of you that were 

upgraded and who have not tested to the level that 

you are evaluating have until December 31, 2007 to 

certify to your testing level.  This also includes 

those Coordinators who were appointed by the 

previous Section Chairs. 

 

To enable the continuation of our programs, and in 

fairness to all of you who are affected by this, the 

Section will pay the $50 NASAR test fee to NASAR 

for those of you who take and pass your next level 

Canine SARTECH test prior to the December 31, 

2007 deadline. 

 

We have been working with Janet Adere, and have 

identified the following Coordinators and 

Evaluators who need to test to be in compliance:  

D. Harbaugh   B. Dennis 

F. Spiehler   P. Wood 

J. Geist    R. Evans 

D. Wild    M. J. Boyd 

C. Laymo   G. Felt 

T. Hanavan    J. Yeager 

N. Acebo     S. Garfunkel 

A. Rossi    T. Bierfreund 

S. Garrison   L. Totis 

D. Blackman   J. Parker 

J. Marshall   Jim Frazee 

S. Scruggs   T. Osterkamp 

R. Lopez    J. Thigpin 

E. Cintron   R. Noziska 

K. Lesperance   L. Canfield 

J. Canfield   R. Redditt 

T. Gajate    S. Williams 

L. Higgins   S. Wolff 

 

Three (3) people, who have already taken their 

upgrade test and passed it, will have their testing 

fee reimbursed. 

 

If you feel that your name being on the list is in 

error, please email me privately 

(northforkk9sar@centurytel.net), or call me at 406-

270-8213. 

 

Thank you all for the hard work that you have been 

and will be continuing to do for NASAR and the 

SAR Dog programs. 

 

Janet Yatchak 

NASAR SAR Dog Section Chair 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

REQUIRED NIMS TRAINING. 

 

By October 2007, all federal, state, local, tribal, 

private sector and non-governmental personnel with 

a direct role in emergency management and 

response must be National Incident Management 

System (NIMS) and ICS trained.  This includes all 

emergency services related disciplines such as 

EMS, hospitals, public health, fire service, law 

enforcement, public works/utilities, skilled support 

personnel, and other emergency management 

response, support and volunteer personnel, as 

follows: 




